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Habitat Use of the Formosan Pangolin
(Manis pentadactyla pentadactyla) in Huisun Forest

Recreation Area, Taiwan
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ABSTRACT The Chinese pangolin (Manis pentadactyla) is one of the most critically endangered species in the
world, and the Formosan pangolin (Manis pentadactyla pentadactyla), an endemic subspecies, is listed as a
Category Il protected species in Taiwan. Previous studies on the habitat use of Formosan pangolins have been
mostly conducted in the Coastal Mountain Range and northern region, with little information available for the
central region of Taiwan. To address this gap, we conducted a field survey in the Huisun Forest Recreation Area,
Nantou County in central Taiwan. From February 2020 to February 2021, six survey routes were established
within the study area to record burrow of pangolin and measure burrow characteristics. Environmental
variables at burrow sites were compared with those from randomly selected points along the survey routes to
assess habitat use. A total of 290 burrows were recorded during the survey period. Results indicate that
Formosan pangolins was commonly found in the recreation area, and tended to inhabit areas with gentle
slopes and broadleaf forest cover, with burrow orientations preferentially facing north and west. This study
represents the first systematic survey of pangolins in the Huisun Forest Recreation Area, providing the park
with baseline information on pangolin distribution and habitat.
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Fig. 1 Survey routes in Huisun Forest Recreation Area.
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Fig. 2 Burrow of Formosan pangolin in Huisun Forest Recreation Area.
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